[On the duality of the sign of fanning of the toes].
Starting from Babinski's original description, the author carries out a revision of semeiological value of the sign "fanning of the toes". It is considered that there are two clinical variants. The first, present in most cases of connatal encephalopathy, is due to involvement of the premotor area, which is usually accompanied by pyramidal, dystonic or athetoid signs. The second variant is present in cases of multiple sclerosis presumably attributable to involvement of the lateral spinal tracts including the reticulospinal one. The author proposes the need of using modern neuroimaging and electrophysiological techniques for further pathophysiological investigation of both clinical variants of the sign.